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06-87
For Immediate Release:

STAR EXPERT TO SPEAK ABOUT HOW THE LIVES AND DEATHS OF STARS AFFECT US
CHARLESTON -A longtime University of Illinois professor who has conducted significant research
about stars will speak about "The Lives and Deaths of Stars and What it Means to You" at Eastern Illinois
University next week.
The presentation by Jim Kaler, professor emeritus of astronomy at the U of I, is to begin at 7 p.m.
Monday, April 10, in Room 3040 of EIU's Physical Science Building. It is free and open to the public.
Kaler's lecture is expected to include information about how stars are nature's only way to make the
materials that form the human body, explained Jim Conwell, EIU physics professor.
"Literally every atom in your body heavier than hydrogen was made in the center of a star that
exploded," Conwell said.
Kaler has been at the U of I since 1964, and he has published more than 120 papers in his research
area, which involves dying stars.
Kaler held Fulbright and Guggenheim fellowships, was awarded medals for his work from the
University of Liege in Belgium and the University of Mexico, gave both the Armand Spitz Lecture to the
Great Lakes Planetarium Association and the Margaret Noble Address to the Middle Atlantic Planetarium
Society, and was given a Campus Award for Excellence in Public Engagement by the U of I.
In addition, Kaler has written for a variety of popular and semi-popular magazines; served as a
consultant for Time-Life Books on their "Voyage Through the Universe" series; appeared frequently on
Illinois television and radio; and published many books and two audio courses.
Kater is currently vice president of the board of directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific.
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